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Note. — We  have  reprinted,  in  this  convenient  form,  the  following  article  from  the  Journal  of  Education,  in  reply  to  the 
attacks  upon  the  Educational  Depository,  by  certain  newspaper-booksellers  and  other  interested  parties.  We  commend  the 
facts  contained  in  the  paper  to  the  dispassionate  consideration  and  judgment  ot  the  Members  of  the  Legislature  and  others  who 
feel  anxious  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our  Public  Schools  in  this  direction.  In  view  of  the  American  examples  and 
warnings  given  on  page  7,  and  Lord  Elgin's  testimony  to  the  same  effect  on  page  9,  and  our  own  experience,  as  given  in  the 
Globe's  Book  Trade  Review  for  1862,  page  2,  we  are  sure  there  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion  amongst  experienced  men  on  this 
subject,  that,  if  the  Depository  be  closed,  the  Legislative  Grant  shall  be  entirely  withdrawn,  rather  than  perpetuate  in  this 
Province  the  evils  so  justly  complained  of. 
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Position  and  Objects  of  the  Depository. 

.'So  much  has  been  written  and  said  by  interested  parties 
against  our  Educational  Depository,  that  we  deem  it  desirable 
to  give  some  space  to  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  consider  the 
various  objections  which  have  been  urged  against  it. 

Previously  to  doing  so,  it  is  proper  to  state  what  is  the  posi- 
tion which  the  Depository  occupies  in  connection  with  our 
system  of  public  instruction,  and  what  are  its  objects.  It  forms 
a  necessary,  though  subordinate,  feature  in  that  system,  and 
cannot,  and  should  not,  be  viewed  apart  from  it, — as  its  exist- 
ence depends  entirely  upon  that  of  the  school  system  itself.  It 
is  the  only  source  of  supply  to  the  schools  of  maps,  charts, 
apparatus,  prize  and  library  books.  It,  or  some  equally  efficient 
instrumentality  for  its  special  object,  is  as  essential  to  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  our  schools,  as  is  the  Normal  School 
for  the  training  of  teachers.  The  one  provides  effective  work- 
men for  instructing  and  training  our  youth,  the  other  furnishes 
these  workers  with  the  necessary  tools  and  appliances  of  their 
profession,  and  furnishes  them  of  the  best  material  and  at  the 
lowest  price.  This  is  all  the  Depository  professes  to  do.  For 
this  (and  all  the  more  for  the  fact  last  stated),  the  Department 
-is  incessantly  attacked,  not  by  the  public,  or  those  most  com- 
petent to  judge,  but  by  interested  booksellers,  or  those  prompt- 
ed by  them,  or  who  derive  advantage  from  them.  And  yet  no 
one  attempts  to  deny  that  the  duty  itself  of  supplying  the 
schools  with  these  requisites  is  a  necessary  one,  and  is  essential 
to  the  completeness  of  our  system,  and  the  thorough  efficiency 
of  our  schools.  The  only  question  is,  "  who  shall  do  it  V  In- 
terested parties,  for  the  sole  purposes  of  gain,— or  a  disinterested 
and  efficient  agency,  wdrose  responsibilities  to  the  Government 
and  Legislature  are  commensurate  with  its  obligations  to  make 
the  schools  entrusted  to  its  care  the  source  and  centre  of  light 
and  know!  dge  throughout  the  country  1  This  question  we 
now  propose,  as  far  as  possible,  to  answer  in  full. 

The  Prompters  of,  and  Motives  for,  these  Attacks. 

With  this  view  we  shall  now  take  up  in  detail  the  objections 


which  have  been  urged  against  the  Depository.     Before  doing 
so,  however,  we  may  again  premise  : 

1st.  That  none  but  interested  booksellers,  or  those  prompted 
by  them,  or  who  derive  advantage,  or  gain  from  them,  have  urged 
any  objections  against  the  Depository.     [See  note,  page  7,] 

2nd.  The  real  reasons  which  prompt  these  objections  are  in- 
variably kept  in  the  back  ground,  and  the  ostensible  reasons 
only  are  put  forward  to  the  public.  Sometimes  a  pretence  of 
their  ability  to  do  better  for  the  Public  Schools  than  the  De- 
partment itself  is  faintly  put  forth  for  effect,  but  generally  it 
resolves  itself  in  the  end  into  a  complaint.  With  these  osten- 
sible complaints  we  now  propose  to  deal  first. 

First    Objection — Alleged    Interference    of   the    De- 
pository with  the  "Book  Trade." 

And  first,  it  is  objected  that  the  operations  of  the  Depository 
interfere  with  the  book  trade.  This  objection  has  been  fre- 
quently discussed  and  refuted,  and  probably  by  none  more 
effectively  than  by  one  of  the  most  experienced  members  of  the 
book  trade  itself  in  Canada,  who,  in  1858,  with  other  book- 
sellers, addressed  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature  on  the  subject, 
from  which  we  make  the  following  extract  : — 

"Your  Memorialists  are  of  the  decided  opinion  that  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Educational  Depository  has  done  a  great  deal  in  foster- 
ing a  desire  for  literature  among  the  people  of  Canada,  and  haa 
indirectly  added  to  the  waalth  of  pertunt  in  the  book  trade,  inasmuch 
as  the  desire  for  general  literature  has  been  supplied  through  their 
means  ;  and  your  Memorialists  would  respectfully  refer  for  a  proof 
of  this  to  the  Customs  returns  attending  this  branch  of  trade  in  the 
Province  of  Canada." 

These  returns  (compiled  from  the  time  when  the  Depository 
went  into  operation  down  to  the  present),  are  as  follows.  They 
speak  conclusively  as  to  the  groundlessness  of  the  charge  which 
is  in  effect  that  $15,000  or  $20,000  worth  of  books  imported  by 
the  Department,  as  against  $300,000  to  $350,000  worth  im, 
ported  by  the  booksellers  of  Ontario  alone,  is  an  interference  with 
"  the  trade  !"     The  tables  arc  as  follows  ; — 
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Book  Imports  into  Ontario  and  Quebec,  1850 — 1869. 

The  following  statistical  table  has  been  compiled  from  the 
"Trade  and  Navigation  Returns"  for  the  years  specified,  showing 
the  gross  value  of  books  (not  maps  or  school  apparatus)  imported 
into  Ontario  and  Quebec. 


YEAR 
OF 

IMl'HUT. 


1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

1860 

1861 

1862 

1863 

4  of  1804.. 

1864-5 

1865-6  .... 

1866-7 

1867-8 

1868-9 


Value  of  Books  Value  of  Books 


entered  at 

Ports  in  the 

Province  of 

Quebec. 


•SI  01, 880 
120,700 
141,176 
158,700 
171,452 
194,356 
208,636 
224.400 
171,255 
139,0.57 
155,604 
185,612 
183,987 
184,652 
93,308 
189,386 
222,559 
233,837 
224,582 
278,914 


entered  at 

Ports  in  the 

Province  of 

Ontario. 


$141,700 
171,732 
159,268 
254,280 
307,808 
338,792 
427,992 
309, 172 
191,942 
184,304 
252,504 
344,621 
249,234 
270,673 
127,233 
200,304 
247,749 
273,615 
254,048 
373,758 


Total  value 

of  Books 

imported  into 

the  two 

Provinces 


$243,580 
292,432 
300,444 
412,980 
479,260 
533,148 
636,628 
533 ,57 2 
363,197 
323,361 
408,108 
530,233 
433,221 
461,325 
220,541 
389,690 
470,308 
507,452 
478,630 
652,672 


Proportion  im- 
ported for  the 

Education 
Department  of 

Ontario. 


3,296 

1,288 
22,764 
44,060 
25,624 

10,208 

16,028 

10,692 

5,308 

8,846 

7,782 

7,800 

4,085 

4,008 

9,522 

14,749 

20,743 

12,374 

11,874 


Up  to  1854,  the  "Trade  and  Navigation  Returns"  give  the 
value  of  books  entered  at  every  port  in  the  two  Provinces 
separately  ;  after  that  year,  the  Reports  give  the  names  of  the 
principal  ports  only,  and  the  rest  as  "  Other  Ports."  In  1854,  the 
proportion  entered  in  Quebec  was  within  a  fraction  of  the  third 
part  of  the  whole,  and,  accordingly,  in  compiling  this  table  for  the 
years  1855-09,  the  value  entered  in  "Other  Ports"  is  divided 
batween  Ontario  and  Quebec,  in  the  proportion  of  two-thirds  to  the 
former,  and  one-third  to  the  latter. 

The  memorial  then  proceeds  : — "  Your  Memorialists  would  fur- 
ther urge  the  fact  that  the  destruction  of  the  Depository  would  be  at- 
tended with  grave  consequences  to  the  people  of  Canada,  seeing  that  a 
pure  and  healthy  fountain  of  literature  would  be  destroyed,  and  the 
advantage  lost  that  public  schools  have  enjoyed  of  forming  the 
nucleus  of  public  libraries  at  an  easy  and  reasonable  rate." 

Proofs  of  Prosperity — Toronto    "Globe's"   Commercial   Re- 
ports of  the  Book  Trade,  1860-1870. 

From  the  "  Annual  Reviews  of  Trade,"  published  yearly  in  the 
Toronto  Globe  newspaper,  we  make  the  following  extracts  to  show 
how  groundless  has  been  the  charge  of  "  interference  "  by  the  De- 
partment with  the  "book  trade."  Indeed,  so  little  was  the  so- 
called  ' '  interference  "  felt  that  the  operations  of  the  Depository 
have  never  been  once  mentioned  in  the  yearly  "Trade  Re- 
views." 

The  remarks  of  the  Globe,  in  the  "  Review  "  of  1867,  are  highly 
significant,  and  only  go  to  prove  the  statement  often  made,  that  the 
"book  trade"  has  profited  largely  by  the  existence  of  the  Deposi- 
tory. The  Globe  says  :  ' '  Looking  about  us,  and  casting  over  the 
classes  that  are  likely  to  produce  the  demand  for  boohs,  we  fail  to  ac- 
count for  the  great  strides  in  the  booh  trade  of  the  Province."  We, 
however,  can  most  satisfactorily  account  for  them.  The  operations 
of  the  Depository  extend  to  every  part  of  the  Province,  and  into 
township  after  township  where  not  a  single  booh  can  be  purchased  from 
' '  the  trade."  The  names  even  of  many  of  these  townships  are  so  new 
that  few  in  the  community  know  them,  for  instance  ;  Matawatehan, 


Griffith,  Bexley,  Dysart,  Harvey,  Minden,  Morrison,  Keppel,  etc., 
etc.  And  yet  to  the  schools  in  these,  as  well  as  in  most  of  the 
other  townships,  the  Department  is  constantly  sending  hundreds  of 
volumes  of  the  choicest  prize  and  library  books.  The  very  first 
knowledge  which  the  people  have  of  the  existence  of  many  of  the 
books  sold  by  "the  trade"  is  from  the  packages  sent  out  by  the 
Department.  The  Annual  Review  for  1862  reveals  the  character  of 
the  books  circulated  by  "the  trade"  before  the  present  system  of 
sending  out  prize  books  by  the  Department  had  time  to  develop 
itself.  The  Globe  "Review"  says  : — " For  years  the  country  has 
been  flooded  with  the  lowest  and  most  trashy  class  of  literature  from 
the  American  press."  The  whole  effort  of  the  Department  has  been 
to  counteract  this  deplorable  effect  of  the  operations  of  the  "  book 
trade  "  when  in  possession  of  the  field,  and  the  result  of  its  efforts 
fully  accounts  for  the  "great  strides  in  the  book  trade  of  the  Pro- 
vince" in  1867,  which  the  Globe  review  failed  to  understand  or 
appreciate.  We  now  give  from  the  Globe  the  following  extracts 
from  its  annual  reviews  of  trade  :  — 

I860.— "This  branch  of  trade,  the  existence  of  which  in  its  present 
distinct  character  only  dates  back  a  few  years,  has  been  prosperous 
during  the  past  season,  and  is  rapidly  becoming  an  important  item 
in  the  commerce  of  the  city. " 

1861. — "  No  change  of  material  importance  has  taken  place  in 
this  trade  during  the  year.  Sales  have  not  been  so  large  as  were 
anticipated,  yet  they  do  not  fall  short  of  those  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  depressed  condition  of  the  trade  in  the  United  States 
has  caused  a  number  of  bankrupt  stocks  to  be  thrown  into  the  market, 
at  this  and  at  other  points,  composed  for  the  most  part  of  a  great 
deal  of  trash,  leavened  with  a  very  little  of  really  sound  literature. 

*  *  *  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  the  regular  legitimate 
trade  has  not  languished,  and  on  the  whole  has  resulted  satisfac- 
torily. *  *  *  The  retail  trade  is  in  a  generally  healthy  con- 
dition, and  its  character,  especially  in  the  country,  is  yearly 
improving." 

1862. — "  The  year's  business  in  this  branch  of  trade  has  been  quite 
satisfactory.  Though  perhaps  less  in  extent,  in  common  with  other 
departments,  it  has  been  quite  as  profitable  if  not  more  so  than  in 
former  years.  *  *  *  A  gratifying  fact  is  found  in  the  improved 
character  of  the  works  introduced  into  general  circulation.  For 
years  the  country  has  been  flooded  with  tlte  lowest  and  most  trashy  class 
of  literature  from  the  American  press.  Books  whose  only  merit  was 
their  bulk  and  binding,  have  been  hawked  into  every  nook  of  the  Pro- 
vince  by  a  migratory  tribe  of  itinerant  peddh  rs." 

1863. — "The  improvement  which  we  from  time  to  time  have 
noticed  in  this  branch  of  business,  has,  during  the  year  just  closed, 
been  fully  maintained.  The  trade  lias  been  healthy  and  profitable^ 
and  in  extent  it  exceeds  thai  of  previous  years.  *  *  *  We  are 
glad  this  year  to  report  a  still  greater  improvement  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  books  and  periodicals  most  generally  read  and  circulated  in 
the  Province.  English  books,  as  a  rule,  are  having  a  much  in- 
creased sale.  *  *  *  In  all  points  of  view  there  is  much  room  for 
congratulation  as  to  the  improved  condition  of  the  book  trade  in 
Canada  " 

1866. — "  The  book  trade  of  the  Province  is  year  by  year  assum- 
ing larger  proportions,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  no  little  congratulation 
that  each  year  this  important  branch  of  commerce  is  rapidly  extend- 
ing itself." 

1867. — "  Looking  about  us,  and  casting  over  the  classes  that  are 
likely  to  produce  the  demand  for  books,  we  fail  to  account  for  the 
great  strides  in  the  book  trade  of  the  Province,  *  *  *  There  is  a 
large  importation  of  books  in  miscellaneous  literature,  and  in  pro- 
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fessional  and  other  high   classes,    which    evinces    the   great   qrovffh 
of  the  trade,  and  speaks    well  for   the  reading  predilections  of  the 

people." 

1809. — "The  houses  in  this  department  of  trade  report  a  large 
increase  of  business  during  the  year,  especially  in  books.  British 
publications  continue  to  take  the  lead  in  the  market. " 

Second  Objection — "  If  Books  and  Maps  are  supplied,  the 
Government  ought  also  to  supply  other  articles, — in 
fact — everything  to  everybody"! 

The  second  objection  is  that  if  the  Government,  through  the 
Education  Department,  supplies  its  schools  with  maps,  charts  and 
library  books,  it  ought  also,  to  show  its  consistency,  supply  the 
public,  through  other  departments  organized  for  that  purpose,  with 
boots  and  shoes,  bottles  and  brooms,  etc.,  etc., — in  fact,  that  it 
should  supply  everybody  with  everything  !  This  is  the  climax  of 
all  the  objections.  And  it  is  usually  urged,  in  a  spirit  of  lofty  con- 
tempt for  the  Department.  And  yet  these  very  objectors,  from  the 
height  of  their  commercial  dignity,  epiite  overlook  the  fact,  that  in 
almost  every  public  interest  or  enterprise  of  the  kind  in  which  the 
Government  embarks,  it  is  invariably  its  own  machinist,  its  own 
producer ;  and — worse  than  all  in  their  estimation — its  own  pur- 
veyor, or  the  source  of  supply  for  those  very  wants  which  it  has 
created  or  developed,  or  which  have  grown  up  under  its  superin- 
tendence. 

Instances  of  Governmental  Interference  with  "the  Trade" 
without  Objection. 

Look,  for  instance,  at  the  army  and  navy,  the  militia,  the  post 
office,  the  public  departments,  and  the  various  other  public  in- 
stitutions or  interests  which  the  Government  of  the  country 
specially  undertakes  to  manage,  or  develope.  Look  even  at  the 
latest  application  of  this  principle  in  England,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament,  by  which  the  very  telegraphs,  which  were 
formerly  managed  by  "the  trade"  in  England,  have  all  been 
absorbed  by  the  Government,  because  the  public  interests  will 
in  the  end  be  better  served  by  it  than  by  private  companies  or 
individuals. 

We  find  also,  in  our  own  Province,  that  the  very  coats,  trowsers, 
caps,  etc.,  worn  by  the  volunteers  and  militia,  are  all  supplied  by 
the  Government.  In  England,  the  Admiralty  build  their  own  ships, 
and  sell  those  not  recpiired  ;  and  here,  and  in  England,  anil  else- 
where, the  public  officers  are  supplied  by  the  Government  with  all 
the  stationery  they  recpiire,  bought  and  distributed  as  the  Deposi- 
tory buys  books.  The  Post  Office  Department  is  another  instance 
of  the  Government  doing  what  private  enterprize,  through  the  ex- 
press companies,  might  readily  accomplish.  In  fact,  turn  where 
we  will,  we  find  instance  after  instance  of  Governmental  interfer- 
ence with  "  the  trade"  without  the  slightest  let  or  hindrance,  and 
without  a  word  being  said  to  them  by  a  single  individual  in  "the 
trades"  concerned.  The  wants  and  necessities  of  the  country,  and 
the  interests  of  the  public  are  the  only  standards  of  duty  which  the 
Government  acknowledges,  or  by  which  it  is  guided  in  these  matters. 
It  must  be  sole  judge  in  the  case.  It  would  be  unreasonable  if  it 
were  otherwise. 

The  Objection    Further  Answered    by   the   Chief    Superin- 
tendent of  Education. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  the  Chief  Superin- 
tendent thus  replies  to  these  objections,  as  follows  : — 

"The  Government  provides  its  own  stationery,  and  its  mili- 
tary uniforms  and  equipments  for  those  requiring  them,  witho«rt 
leaving  it  to  private;  stationers,  tailors  or  gunsmiths  to  do  these 
tilings.     The  Government  aids  in  supporting  public  schools,  but 


only  in  support  of  teachers  publicly  qualified  and  according  to  pub- 
lic regulations  ;  so  it  aids  the  school  and  municipal  authorities  with 
school  apparatus,  and  prize  and  library  books,  but  for  such  only  as 
are  proposed  or  examined  and  sanctioned  by  public  authority,  as  a 
guarantee  of  public  interests.  Individuals  collectively  or  alone  in 
any  locality  have  the  right,  of  course,  to  buy  and  read  such  books 
as  they  please,  as  well  as  buy  and  wear  such  clothes,  and  buy  and 
use  such  guns  as  they  please,  but  national  money  and  national  au- 
thority  should  he  employed  only  on  what  is  guaranteed  to  be  for  the 
public  good  by  some  national  authority.  When  the  Government  and 
Legislature  choose  to  abdicate  the  functions  they  have  exercised  in 
these  respects,  and  abandon  school  interests  with  their  appurten- 
ances of  teachers,  apparatus  and  libraries  to  private  caprice  and 
speculation,  then  the  principles  on  which  the  attacks  upon  the  De- 
pository branch  of  this  Department  will  be  fully  carried  out,  and  all 
public  agencies  of  education  and  knowledge,  will  be  abolished." 

Further  Illustrations — The  Public  Schools  vs.  Private 
Schools,  Teachers,  Tutors. 

In  his  report  for  1854,  the  Chief  Superintendent  further  illustrates 
this  point  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  objection  is  based  upon  the  acknowledged  fact,  that  school 
requisites  and  books  are  supplied  to  local  municipalities  much  more 
economically  and  advantageously  for  the  latter  by  the  aid  of  govern' 
ment  than  by  private  trailers.  It  is  then  a  question  whether  the 
interest  of  public  schools  and  municipalities  are  first  to  be  consulted  or 
those  of  private  individuals  ? 

"  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  same  objection  may  be  urged 
upon  the  same  ground  and  with  equal  force  against  any  system  of 
public  schools  whatever,  as  they  interfere  with  the  gain  of  the  private 
teacher ;  for  in  proportion  to  the  excellence  of  public  schools,  and 
the  degree  in  which  they  are  aided  by  the  legislative  grants  and 
local  assessments,  and  education  to  individuals  thus  cheapened, 
will  private  schools  decline,  and  the  interests  of  private  teachers  be 
affected?  The  same  objection  lies  equally  against  all  endowments 
or  public  aid  of  colleges,  as  the  trade  of  the  private  tutor  is  thereby 
injured,  and  for  the  most  part  extinguished  in  regard  to  the  whole 
business  of  collegiate  teaching.  The  interests  of  a  class  of  private 
teachers  are  as  much  entitled  to  protection  against  the  competition 
of  public  schools,  as  are  the  interests  of  a  class  of  private  booksellers 
to  protection  against  the  competition  of  Government  in  supplying 
the  public  schools  with  the  requisite  maps,  apparatus  and  libraries. 
If  the  interests  of  an  individual,  or  a  class,  are  to  be  placed  before  those 
of  the  community  at  largt ,  then  there  can  be  no  system  of  public  in- 
struction whatever,  nor  any  public  aid  to  any  branch  of  the 
education  of  the  people.  But  such  an  objection  has  never  been 
admitted  in  the  government  and  legislation  of  any  enlightened 
country^ 

"  The  ground  on  which  the  public  schools  and  municipalities  are 
provided  with  school  requisites  and  libraries,  through  the  medium 
of  a  public  department,  and  by  means  of  public  grants,  is  as  un- 
questionable as  it  is  simple  and  obvious.  It  is  the,  legitimate  con- 
sequence of  having  public  schools,  for  if  a  people  determine  through 
their  legislature  that  they  will  have  public  schools  at  all,  it  is  clear 
that  those  schools  should  be  made  as  efficient  as  possible,  and  that  no- 
thing should  be  omitted  to  render  them  so.  If  it  is,  therefore,  the 
duty  of  the  legislature  to  promote  the  education  of  the  people  by 
the  establishment  of  public  schools,  it  is  equally  its  duty  to  provide 
allpossible  facilities  and  means  for  supplying  those  schools  with  the 
,ii,iiis,  apparatus  and  libraries,  which  render  them  most  instrumental 
in  educating  and  instructing  the  people. 

"  The  objection,  too,  is  founded  upon  a  false  view  of  the  legitimate 
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sphere  of  government  duty  and  private  enterprise.  It  is  as  much  the 
duty  of  government  to  adopt  the  most  economical  and  effective 
means  to  furnish  the  public  schools  with  all  the  needful  appliances 
and  instruments  of  usefulness,  as  to  provide  these  for  any  one  of 
its  own  departments.  The  extent  and  manner  in  which  it  does  so, 
must  depend  on  circumstances,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  the  exercise  of 
its  own  discretion,  irrespective  of  any  pretensions  of  private  against 
public  interests.  The  private  bookseller  has  a  right  to  sell  his  books 
as  he  pleases  ;  and  each  school  section  and  municipality,  and  each 
public  body  of  every  description,  as  well  as  each  private  individual, 
and  not  less  the  government,  has  a  right  to  purchase  books  where 
and  of  whom  they  please.  Each  municipality,  as  wrell  as  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  itself,  may  have  its  own  library  procured  and  im- 
ported by  a  public  agent,  and  not  by  a  private  trader,  to  whom 
large  additional  prices  must  be  paid  for  his  risk3  and  profits. 

"Besides,  nearly  all  the  maps  and  other  articles  of  school  appa- 
ratus, and  most  of  the  books  for  the  libraries,  were  unknown  in  the 
country,  and  would  have  been  unknown,  had  they  not  been  intro- 
duced by  the  agency  of  a  public  department.  I  believe  that  private 
booksellers  have  largely  profited  by  what  I  have  done  in  this  respect  ;* 
that  they  have  found  demand  for  many  books  which  no  doubt 
have  first  been  made  known  in  the  official  catalogue,  and  through 
the  medium  of  the  public  school  libraries.  They  have  the  entire 
and  exclusive  possession  of  the  field  of  private  trade;  and  with  this 
they  should  be  satisfied,  without  claiming  to  be  the  sole  and  un- 
controlled medium  of  supplying  the  public  schools  and  municipal- 
ities with  books  and  school  apparatus. 

The  late  Earl  of  Elgin's  Opinion  op  the  Importance  of  this 
Feature  of  our  Work. 

"The  magnitude  and  importance  of  this  noblest  feature  of  our 
public  school  system  was  deeply  felt  by  Lord  Elgin,  who,  in  one  of 
his  valedictory  addresses,  delivered  on  leaving  the  Province,  refer- 
red to  the  '  tovmship  and  county  libraries  as  the  crown  and  glory  of 
the  institutions  of  the  Province  !'  This  is  certainly  the  true  light  in 
which  to  view  such  great  instalments  in  the  hand  of  Providence, 
for  the  amelioration  of  society  and  the  enlightenment  of  the  public 
mind.  The  youth  attending  our  schools  are  taught  to  read,  and  read 
they  will,  either  for  good  or  evil.  It  therefore  becomes  an  important 
and  momentous  epiestion  in  all  systems  of  public  instruction,  how 
shall  this  want  be  supplied — this  craving  for  intellectual  food  be 
satisfied.  The  question  has  ever  been  an  anxious  one  with  me. 
Each  step  has  been  carefully  pondered,  and  each  conclusion  has 
been  cautiously  arrived  at.  It  is  therefore  a  matter  of  satisfaction 
to  know  that  this  care  and  anxiety  has  not  been  in  vain,  but  that 
there  have  been  put  into  circulation  in  Upper  Canada  [nearly 
700,000]  volumes  of  choice  and  excellent  works,  [up  to  the  end  of 
1869,]  relating  to  almost  every  department  of  literature  and 
science." 

Appreciation  of   the   Depository   by  the   Schools   and   the 

Public. 

As  evidence  how  entirely  the  sympathies  of  the  country  are  with 
the  Department  in  this  matter,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  no  com- 
plaint is  hoard,  except  from  about  half  a  dozen  interested  parties. 
The  increase  in  the  operations  of  the  Depository  since  1851  have 
been  remarkable,  not  only  for  the  amount  of  money  voluntarily  sent 
in  for  hooks,  maps,  and  apparatus,  but  also  in  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  these  requisites  sent  out.  These  facts,  the  following  table 
will  abundantly  show  : — 


*  This  they  acknowledge  in  the  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  already  quoted  in  this 
article,  and  it  is  proved  by  the  extracts  given  from  the  Ulobe  "Rcvitwi"  v/  the  "  Book 
Trade,"  on  r  age  2. 


Operations  of  the  Educational  Depository  *rom  1851  to  18G9. 


Yeah  of 

Operation. 


1853 
1855 
18G0 
1865 
1869 


Money  sent  in  to 

the    Depository 

by  Trustees  and 

others. 


$4,233 

11,690 
16,476 
15,130 
20,243 


Value  of  articles 
sent  to  the  schools, 
including  the  100 
per  cent,  allowed 

on   Trustees' 
remittances  only. 


$4,233 
22,  -2;.  1 
27,537 
26,442 
34,808 


Number  of  vol- 
umes of  Library 
and  Prize  Books 
sent  out. 


22,800 
27,320 

32,370 
48,483 
61,085 


The  grand  total  of  moneys  received  by  the  Department,  from 
Trustees  and  others  for  school  requisites  up  to  the  end  of  1869,  was 
$291,012  ;  the  value  of  the  articles  sent  out  was  $489,915  (or  nearly 
$500,000  worth)  ;  and  the  total  number  of  books  despatched  during 
the  same  time  was  691,561,  (or  nearly  700,000  volumes.) 

Opinions  of  School  Trustees  and   Others  as  to  the  Requi- 
sites Sent  out. 

As  to  the  satisfaction  felt  by  the  School  Trustees  and  others,  to 
whom  these  requisites  were  sent,  we  make  the  following  extracts 
from  letters  received  at  the  Department,  viz.  : — 

Lindsay. — "Please  accept  my  best  thanks  for  the  choice  selection 
you  have  made  me  for  our  library.  Also,  for  the  beautiful  town- 
ship prize.  Everyone  is  delighted  with  it.  We  have  enquired  at. 
some  book  stores  as  to  the  price  of  our  library  books,  and  find  your 
terms  such  as  you  state  them  to  be.  The  best  thing  Doctor  Ryer- 
son  can  do  is  to  publish  his  prices  with  those  of  the  booksellers. 
It  will  be  the  best  possible  advertisement.  What  I  have  seen 
stated  somewhere  is  perfectly  true  as  to  the  advantage  to  book- 
sellers derived  from  your  establishment.  The  more  libraries  estab- 
lished through  the  country,  the  greater  the  taste  for  reading,  and 
the  larger  the  trade  to  gratify  that  taste.  '  Uappetit  vient  en  man- 
geant,'  is  as  true  of  reading  as  of  eating." 

Huttett. — "  The  books  you  sent  us  last  year  gave  satisfaction." 

Euphemia. — "  Your  selection  of  prize  books,  last  December,  was 
very  suitable." 

Emily. — "The  prizes  sent  gave  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  we 
hope  to  send  for  similar  favours  once  or  twice  a  year." 

Raleigh. — "We  got  a  No.  1  package  of  prize  books  last  year, 
which  was  very  satisfactory." 

Usborne  Township. — "  The  books  ($40  worth)  which  we  received 
last  year  from  the  Department  for  a  Township  competitive  examina- 
tion gave  entire  satisfaction,  and  the  Council  begs  you  will  make 
the  selection  for  this  year  also  of  $80  worth. " 

Blandford — "You  made  a  selection  for  us  last  year,  and  the 
selection  suited  us  very  well.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  make 
one  again." 

Pakenham  Township. — ' '  Permit  me  to  thank  you  for  your  courtesy 
in  sending  the  prizes  at  the  time  you  did  for  the  Township  compe- 
titive examination.     The  61  volumes  were  excellent  books." 

Kincardine. — "  Your  selection  last  year  suited  admirably  well." 

Daivn. — "  The  prize  books  for  this  school  section  were  duly  re- 
ceived, and  gave  excellent  satisfaction." 

Dorchester  South. — "  We  ordered  prize  books  last  year,  leaving 
you  to  make  the  selection,  and  as  you  pleased  us  so  well,  we  leave 
it  with  you  this  time  also,  believing  you  will  send  ua  a  good  selec- 
tion." 

Minto. — "The  books  you  sent  last  year  pleased  very  well.  You 
are  better  qualified  to  make  the  selection  than  we  are,  and  by  doing 
so  you  will  much  oblige." 


AND  ITS  ASSAILANTS. 


Marmora.—11  We  got  a  lot  of  prize  books  last  year,  and  the  year 
before,  which  gave  good  satisfaction." 

Renfrew  Union  School— "You  have  favoured  us  by  making  an 
excellent  selection  of  such  books  for  some  years  already,  and  I  trust 
that  I  may  rely  on  your  kind  promise  of  continuing  to  do  so. " 

Brighton  and  Murray  Union  Section.— "We  have  received,  and 
are  pleased  with  the  books  for  prizes." 

Woodhov.se.— "I  find  the  merit  cards  you  sent  a  useful  incentive 
to  etudy." 

Camden  East.—"  Having  just  received  a  lot  of  prize  books  for 
our  day  school,  with  which  we  were  well  pleased  ;  we  think  we 
cannot  do  better  than  to  send  to  the  Department  for  a  Sabbath 
School  library." 

Clinton.— "  We  were  very  much  pleased  with  your  selection." 

Hastings  Co.,  N.R.—"  I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the 
prize  books  selected  by  the  Department  gave  general  satisfaction." 

Dumfries  South.—"  Your  own  selection  is  preferred  to  ours." 

Brockville.  — ' '  We  prefer  your  selection  to  our  own. " 

Hullet. — "  In  previous  years,  we  have  had  every  reason  to  be 
pleased  with  the  assortment  sent  from  your  Department,  and  merely 
forward  you  the  above  information  for  your  guidance  in  selecting." 

Kincardine  Township. — "  I  might  state  that  the  effect  produced 
by  these  fine  [merit]  cards  is  charming.  I  consider  them  far 
superior  to  prize  books." 

Moore. — "The  selection  of  books  by  the  Department  last  year 
was  excellent,  and  we  intend  to  leave  the  choice  to  you  again." 

Flamboro'  West. — "  I  find  that  the  merit  cards  are  a  great  assis- 
tance to  the  teacher. " 

Nelson. — "The  selection  of  prize  books,  made  by  the  Department 
last  year,  gave  great  satisfaction  ;  we  therefore  leave  the  selection 
on  this  occasion  with  it  also." 

Admaston. — "  Trustees  and  Teachers  are  beginning  to  see  the 
benefits  resulting  from  the  merit  and  prize  system,  and  to  adopt  it 
in  their  schools." 

Normanby. — "  I  should  likewise  take  this  opportunity  of  remark- 
ing that  the  Department,  in  the  different  selections  which  it  has 
made  for  the  Trustees  requiring  prizes,  with  whom  I  have  been  em- 
ployed, has  always  given  the  greatest  satisfaction. " 

Keppel. — "At  the  annual  meeting  of  our  School  Section,  held 
last  Wednesday,  we  passed  a  resolution  appropriating  a  portion  of 
the  school  fund  to  the  purchase  of  some  books  for  a  section  library 
from  the  Education  Department.  It  was  well  expressed  by  one 
man  at  the  meeting — '  when  we  learn  our  youth  to  read,  if  we  do  not 
give  good  books  into  their  hands,  they  ivillfind  bad  ones.'  " 

St.  Thomas  Union  School. — "  And  have  great  pleasure  in  stating 
the  selection  by  the  Department  of  prize  books  is  very  satisfactory." 

Farmersville  Grammar  School. — "During  the  year,  $30  worth  of 
new  prizes  were  distributed  with  pleasing  results,  as  far  as  can  be 
judged.  I  deem  it  no  inconsiderable  thing  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
distributing  such  an  amount  of  sterling  English  reading  among  the 
youth  of  the  country.  The  effects  cannot  be  estimated,  but  are  in 
the  hand  of  Providence.  With  every  prospect  of  increased  success 
during  the  year,  and  every  wish  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the 
Educational  system  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  I  am,"  &c. 

Third  Objection 


-That  the  Moneys   Received 
Accounted  foe. 


ARE    NOT   DULY 


On  this  point,  wo  need  only  quote  two  authorities  :  1st,  the  Chief 
Superintendent's  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Globe  on  the  13th  April, 
1866  ;  and  2nd,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly on  the  Depository,  dated  January,  1869. 

First  Froof, — In  Dr.  Ryerson's  letter  to  the  Editor  of  tke  Globe,  he 


says  : — Mr.  Brown  has  more  than  once  learned  by  examination,  in  his 
capacity  as  a  chairman  of  Parliamentary  Committees  on  the  subject, 
that  every  farthing  received  at  the  Depository,  "difference"  and  all,  is 
transferred  directly  to  the  "public  chest,"  by  being  deposited  in  the 
Bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Receiver -General :  that  every  single  purchase 
made  at  the  Depository  is  and  has  been,  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
vouched  for  by  the  signature  of  the  purchaser,  (a  precaution  not  taken 
by  any  bookseller  or  mercantile  establishment) ;  that  for  every  payment 
made  to  any  person  out  of  proceeds  of  Depository  scdes,  a  voucher  is 
lodged  every  month  with  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

Second  Proof — The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly ("with  the  Hon.  John  McMurrich  as  its  Chairman),  thus  speaks  :- — 

"  Your  Committee  find  that  the  system  adopted  by  the  Department 
is  of  so  thorough  and  complete  a  character,  that  no  funds  can  by  any 
possibility  be  received  ivithout  being  checked  by  proper  officers,  whose 
several  duties  require  them  to  make  entries  in  various  books,  through 
which  every  item  can  readily  be  traced. 

"  They  find  that  all  moneys  received  by  the  Department  are  regularly 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Government,  with  the  exception  of  moneys 
intended  to  be  disbursed  in  the  purchase  of  articles  outside  of  the  instU 
tution  [Trustees'  School  seals  merely],  and  that  all  expenditures  are 
made  by  cheque,  properly  countersigned  by  the  different  heads  of  thd 
department  to  which  they  respectively  belong, 

"  They  find  that  a  perfect  system  of  registration  of  every  communicw 
tion  received  by  the  department  is  maintained,  by  means  of  which  th« 
several  officers  to  whose  department  the  communication  has  reference, 
are  immediately  apprized  of  the  contents,  and  answers  are  promptly 
returned  to  the  same. 

"  Your  Committee  find  that  the  amount  yearly  received  by  the  De- 
partment from  the  Municipalities  for  books,  maps,  d-c,  is  very  con- 
siderable, amounting  in  1888  to  $20,004^*^-,  which  sum  is  paid 
directly  into  the  Public  Treasury,  and  should  be  regarded  as  an  offset 
against  the  amount  granted  to  the  Department. " 

Fourth  Objection — That  the  Depository  is  a  cost  to  the 
Province. 

On  this  point,  we  will  quote  the  two  authorities  just  cited,  viz.  ! 
The  Chief  Superintendent  of  Education,  and  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  merely  premising  that  the  entire  cost  of  salaries, 
freight,  shipping  expenses,  duty,  insurance,  fuel,  printing  and  other 
contingencies  in  the  cost  of  management  is  defrayed  out  of  the  small 
profits  of  the  Depository  itself,  and  not  by  the  Province. 

First  Proof. — The  Chief  Superintendent,  in  the  letter  to  the 
Globe,  quoted  above,  says  :  "  Mr.  Brown  has  more  than  once  learned 
by  examination,  in  his  capacity  as  a  chairman  of  Parliamentary 
Committees  on  the  subject  *  *  *  that  the  expense  of  the  De- 
pository and  its  management  is  included  in  the  cost  of  articles  furnish- 
ed by  it  for  the  public  schools;  that  the  Depository  causes  not  a  farth- 
ing's expense  to  the  Government  in  any  way  whatever ;  and  that  every 
penny  of  the  "difference"  arising  from  the  cost  and  sale  of  any  book 
or  maps  goes  into  the  "public  chest,"  to  the  credit  of  the  Province." 

Second  Proof. — The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  demon- 
strate the  fact  itself  in  the  following  statement : — 

"In  connexion  with  this  subject,  your  Committee  submit  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  showing  the  cost  of  books,  maps,  &c,  and  the 
amount  received  for  the  same  from  1850  to  1867,  inclusive.  Also 
the  amount  received  from  the  Government  on  account  thereof,  viz  : — 
The  total  amount  paid  for  books,  maps,  &c. ,  imported 

from  1850  to  1867,  was $271,869  62 

Purchases  in  Montreal 3  990  06 

Articles  manufactured  or  purchased  in'Toronto 93,146  88 


$369,006  46 
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Freight,  agency,  packing,  printing,  insurance,  salaries, 

and  expenses 73,600  19 

$442,606  65 
Value  of  Books   dispatched,  Libraries,  including  the 

100  per  cent,  granted §123,298  97 

Maps,  prizes,  &c 213,993  78 

Do    sold,  without  grant,  (text  books),  &c 82, 182  59 

1419,175  34 
Grants  received  from  Government  on  this  account, 

from  1850-07 253,518  48 

Less  remitted  Receiver-General 66,378  69 

§187,139  79 
If  we  deduct  half  of  the  above  mentioned 

amounts §123,298  97 

213,993  78    337,292  75 

Which  is §168,646  37 

We  get  the  amount  of  goods  dispatched  over  and  above  what 
was  paid  for. 

Taking  then  the  grants §187,139  79 

And  deducting  the  above  proportion  of  goods 168,646  37 

Leaves  a  balance  of §18,493  42 

Which  amount  is  fully  covered  by  the  stock  on  hand. 
The  above  is  exclusive  of  the  transactions  of  1868." 

Four  Reasons  why  "The  Trade"  is  Incompetent  to  take  the 
Place  of  the  Depository  in   Supplying  our  Schools. 

To  the  statement  that  private  booksellers  can  supply  the  library 
wants  of  the  schools,  as  well,  or  nearly  as  well,  as  the  Education 
Department,  our  reply  is  four-fold  : — 

1st.  That  a  Department,  specially  charged  with  the  care  and 
oversight  of  the  schools,  being  a  disinterested  party,  must  be  much 
better  qualified  to  minister  to  their  wants  in  these  respects  than 
interested  parties,  who,  as  a  rule,  have  no  other  object  in  view 
than  commercial  gain. 

2nd.  That  the  experience  of  educationists  on  this  subject  in  the 
United  States  is,  that  booksellers,  through  their  agents  and  travel- 
lers throughout  the  rural  parts,  have,' with  some  good  books,  dis- 
posed of  immense  quantities  of  pernicious  and  worthless  books. 
See  the  illustrations  on  this  subject  quoted  on  pages  2,  7  and  8. 

3rd.  That,  if  the  right  of  supply  is]  thrown  open  to  booksellers 
indiscriminately,  the  bad  as  well  as  the  good  will  take  advantage 
of  the  facilities  thus  offered  fur  hooding  the  country  with  their  own 
publications  without  check  or  restraint.  Indeed,  that  restraint  is 
openly  and  strongly  repudiated  by  the  Glube  and  other  interested 
papers.  To  restrict  the  right  of  supr.ly  to  one  or  more  publishers 
would  be  to  perpetuate  the  so-called  "monopoly"  in  its  most  oppres7 
sive  and  offensive  form.  If  a  change  be  made  at  all,  it  must  be  in  the 
direction  of  throwing  open  the  right  of  supply,  and  giving  all  vendors 
alike  full  permission  to  circulate  such  books  as  they  please — bad  and 
good — or,  what  would  be  preferable,  withdraw  the  grant  altogether. 

4th.  No  private  publishing  house,  even  in  the  cities,  could, 
without  having  the  "monopoly"  of  supply  secured  to  it,  be  able  to 
keep  more  than  one-half  of  the  variety  of  books,  maps,  charts  and 
apparatus,  which  would  be  necessary  for  circulation  in  our  5,000 
schools.  _  Nor  could  it  supply  them  at  anything  like  the  low  prices 
at  which  they  are  now  furnished  to  the  trustees. 

Real  Reasons  why  the  Booksellers  Make  or  Prompt  these 
Attacks  upon  the  Department — The  Forthcoming  Depo- 
sitory Catalogue. 

We  have  now,  we  trust,  amply  met  the  four  principal  objections 


which  the  booksellers  ostensibly  urge  against  the  Depository.  We 
shall  now  refer  to  the  real  reason,  which  is  carefully  kept  out  of 
sight,  but  which  prompts  them  to  their  unceasing  hostility  to  the 
Department.  It  is,  however,  well  understood.  The  Depository  so 
far  "interferes"  with  the  gains  of  the  booksellers  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  schools,  it  keeps  down  the  prices  of  books*— it  ex- 
cludes the  "trash"  spoken  of  in  the  Globe's  "Trade  Reviews,*' 
and  the  pernicious  or  doubtful  literature  of  which  the  Globe  is  the 
champion — while  it  provides  a  far  more  extensive  variety  of  books, 
maps  and  apparatus,  than  any  bookseller  can  do. 

We  are  aware  that  when  pressed  the  booksellers  deny  these  things 
.'//  ;/>  Hi  ral  firms;  but  their  denials  are  of  no  value  in  the  face  of 
their  own  published  list  of  prices.  This  we  hope  fully  to  demon- 
strate in  the  forthcoming  Depository  Catalogue,  when  a  correspon- 
ding list  of  their  prices  will  be  published  in  a  column  parallel  to 
our  own.  It  will  then  be  for  the  public  to  judge  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  motives  which  prompt  the  objections  which  they  imt  forth. 

In  the  meantime,  we  give  the  following  examples  of  books  sup- 
plied by  the  Depositoiy  and  the  booksellers,  with  the  prices  charged 
by  each : — 


Name  of  books  from  Toronto  Book 
sellers'  Catalogues,  and  those  of  the 
Depository  (chiefly  Nelson's  and 
Routledge's  publications). 


Collier's  History  of  England 

Cassell's  Natural  History,  2  vols  

( ',i  sell's  Illustrated  Bunyan,  Crusoe, 
&c , each 

Beauties  of  Poetry,  &c. 

Favourite  Poems  by  Gifted  Bards    

Eliza  Cook's  Poetical  Works  (illustrated). 

Wordsworth's  Poems  by  Willmott   

Wilmott's  Sacred  Poetry 

Precepts  in  Practice 

Anna  Lee 

Faithful  and  True 

Ruined  Cities  of  the  East    

Flower  of  the  Family   

Robert  and  Harold    

Hester  and  I    

Bundle  of  Sticks    

First  of  June  

Kane's  Arctic  Expedition    

Scott,  Cowper,  Beauties  of  Modern  Sacred 
Poetry,  &c,  &c  each 

( Ihaucer,  Tasso,  Eliza  Cook,  &c " 

Wisdom,  Wit  and  Allegory,  Epoch  Men, 
Annals  of  C.  and  Romantic  Lives, 
Merchant  Enterprise,  Sunset  in  Pro- 
vence, &c each 

Evenings  with  the  Poets 

Scottish  Chiefs    

Exiles  in  Babylon  

Shepherd  of  Bethlehem    

Burning  and  Shining  Lights  

Christian  Character,  a  Book  for  Young 
Ladies    

Thomson's  Land  and  the  Book  

Lives  made  Sublime 

Living  in  Earnest   


•om   the   Toront 
publishers'       cata 
logue. 

rice  actually  paid  t 
the  Depository  b 
School  Trustees,  a 

ominal  price  on  th 
Prize  Catalogue  o 
1800.  b 

Ph 

Ph 

K 

82  00 

so  nh 

$1  55 

8  00 

3  124 

6  25 

2  00 

0  80 

1  00 

2  00 

0  80 

1  GO 

2  00 

0  80 

1  GO 

5  00 

2  00 

4  00 

5  00 

2  00 

4  00 

5  00 

2  00 

4  00 

0  80 

0  29 

0  58 

0  75 

0  27?, 

0  55 

0  75 

0  26 

0  52 

0  75 

0  274 

0  55 

0  50 

0  20 

0  40 

0  50 

0  20 

0  40 

0  50 

0  20 

0  40 

0  50 

0  20 

0  40 

0  50 

0  20 

0  40 

2  00 

0  774 

1  55 

1  00 

0  374 

0  75 

1  25 

0  45 

0  90 

1  00 

0  36* 

0  73 

1  25 

0  37! 

0  75 

0  50 

0  20 

0  40 

1  00 

0  37 

0  74 

1  00 

0  36i 

0  73 

1  00 

0  374 

0  75 

1  00 

0  36 

0  72 

2  00 

0  80 

1  60 

1  00 

(t  37* 

0  75 

1  00 

ii  37l 

0  75 

a  The  one  hundred  per  cent,  allowed  makes  up  the  difference  in  price  ; 
but  this  column  shows  the  actual  net  sum  paid  for  the  books  by  the  School 
Trustees. 

b  The  estimated  expenses  of  the  Depository,  and  the  entire  cost  of  its 
management,  are  of  course  included  in  these  catalogue  prices.  They  are  on 
an  average  about  currency  for  sterling. 

Practice  and  Opinions  of  American  Educationists  in  regard 
to  such  a  Depository. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
in  discussing  the  whole  question  of  school  libraries,  thus  remarks  : — 


is  is  evident  from  the  fact  stated  in  the  Globe's  Trade  Review  fur  1S(I7,  "  that  the 

Booksellers  in  general  sell  English  books  at  25  cents  for  the  shilling  sterling."     "This," 

the  review   states,  "  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  any  other  class  of  importers,  whose 

oods  pay  no  duty,"  &c,  &c.    The  Depository  price  is  20  cents  for  the  shilling  sterling. 


AND  ITS  ASSAILANTS. 


"The  plan  of  providing  such  district  school  libiaries,  adopted  by 
the  Parliament  of  Canada  West,  is  undoubtedly  the  ivisest  that  has 
yet  been  acted  upon.  It  is  in  short  this  : — The  Parliament  by  vote 
appropriated  a  specific  sum  to  purchase  a  suitable  number  of  books, 
charts  and  articles  of  apparatus  for  schools  and  school  libraries. 
This  sum  was  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Education,  and  a  large  Depository  of  excellent  and  select 
books  for  the  reading  of  youth  and  older  persons  was  made  at  the 
Office  of  Education.  Whenever  any  school  district  or  municipality 
wishes  to  form  a  library,  it  may  send  to  the  office  of  the  General 
Superintendent  a  sum  not  less  than  five  dollars,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent adds  one  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  sum,  and  returns,  at  cost 
price,  such  books  to  the  district  as  may,  by  a  committee  or  other- 
wise, have  been  selected  from  the  printed  catalogue  of  the  Deposi- 
tory. Thus  the  books  that  go  into  libraries  are  books  that  have 
been  well  examined,  and  contain  nothing  that  is  frivolous,  or  that 
could  poison  the  morals  of  those  who  read  them  ;  the  libraries  pur- 
chase them  at  the  wholesale  price,  and,  of  course,  can  obtain  a 
much  larger  amount  of  reading  matter  for  their  money  than  as 
though  they  had  each  made  the  purchase  direct  from  the  book- 
sellers for  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  they  are  stimulated  to  do 
something  for  themselves  as  well  as  to  ash  that  something  mag  be  done 
for  them.  It  is  believed  that  some  such  plan  might  be  carried  into 
effect  in  our  own  State  greatly  to  the  profit  of  the  whole  communitij." 

In  regard  to  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Chief  Superintendent 
(Dr.  Ryerson)  in  his  Special  Report  to  the  Legislature  in  1858,  says: — 

"  The  unsatisfactory  working  and  declining  state  of  the  public 
school  library  system  in  the  State  of  New  York,  as  detailed  in  a 
preceding  page,  is  a  sufficient  illustration  of  the  fruits  of  what  is 
demanded  by  the  bookselling  assailants  of  our  public  library  system, 
in  a  country  where  the  private  book  trade  is  much  more  extended 
in  its  supplies  and  operations  than  in  Upper  Canada. 

"  Whether,  therefore,  our  system  of  providing  public  libraries, 
as  well  as  maps,  globes,  and  other  school  apparatus,  be  considered 
in  regard  to  the  higher  or  lower  grounds  above  stated,  the  conclu- 
sion is  that  which  was  expressed  by  the  President  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Education  at  a  late  anniver- 
sary of  that  noble  society,  as  quoted  by  the  Earl  of  Elgin  in  a 
speech  at  Glasgow,  after  his  return  from  Canada.  The  rejjort 
says: — -'The  President  made  some  remarks  on  the  difficulty  in  the 
United  States  of  procuring  proper  libraries  for  schools,  keeping  out 
bad  books  and  procuring  good  ones  at  reasonable  rates,  and  he 
strongly  recommended  the  system  adopted  by  the  Education  De- 
partment at  Toronto,  Canada  West. ' " 

Examples  of  the  practice  in  other  States,  and  in  Nova  Scotia,  Aus- 
tralia, etc.,  (which  are  in  the  main  similar  to  that  in  our  own 
Province),  will  be  found  on  pages  40  and  43  of  the  Special  Report 
just  quoted,  and  pages  100  and  101  of  the  Journal  of  Education 
for  June,  1807. 

American  Reasons  for  Preferring  our  Depository  System  to 
Leaving  the  Matter  in  the  Hands  of  "The  Trade." 

Previously  to  quoting  the  reasons  and  warnings  of  the  American 
Educationists,  we  desire  to  refer  briefly  to  an  incident  of  the  Perth 
library  case  (which  case  has  given  rise  to  the  recent  discussions  on 
this  subject.)  The  Board  of  Trustees  at  Perth  had  ordered  several 
of  Lever's  novels,  which  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
Department  had  refused  to  sanction  for  introduction  into  our 
schools.     The  Perth  Courier  and  Toronto  Globe*  both  assailed  the 


It  is  worthy  of  note  thai  th    editors  of  (woof  the  papers  which  have  attacked  the 

•DfP081  '  '>    ax<     '"'"■     '"  '  >,    while  a  third   is  closely  allied  to  a  prominent    pub] 

The  other  two  could  not,  of  course,  I  i  ainst  tliu.se  who  are  constantly  sending 

advertisements  to  their  paper,  and  books  for  review. 


Department  for  refusing  to  send  the  books  asked  for  by  the  Perth 
Trustees,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  quite  as  competent  as  the 
Department  to  decide  what  kind  of  books  should  be  placed  in  the 
school  library.     To  this,  Dr.  Ryerson  replied  as  follows  : — 

"  Among  the  most  serious  charges  made  by  one  of  the  principal 
complaining  parties  is  this  :— That  the  Department  has  refused  to 
supply  them  with  Lever's  novels,  including  stories  of  such  rollick- 
ing, drunken  heroes  as  'Harry  Lorrequer,'  'Charles  O'Malley,' 
'Jack  Hinton,'  &c.  The  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  believing 
that  there  are  too  many  of  such  characters  in  the  country  already, 
without  increasing  their  number,  refused  to  sanction  the  spending  of 
public  money  to  buy  and  circulate  books  to  eulogize  and  applaud 
them,  and  to  place  such  books  in  the  hands  of  our  youth." 

As  to  the  evils,  even  in  our  own  Province,  of  placing  works  of 
a  doubtful  kind  in  the  hands  of  youth,  we  refer  to  the  painful  cases  on 
this  subject  mentioned  in  the  Journal  of  Education  for  April,  1861, 
and  the  further  illustrative  papers  on  the  subject  in  the  Journal 
for  November,  1865. 

The  Globe  of  the  30th  March  says  :— 

"  The  complaining  parties  have  dared  to  question  the  propriety 
of  that  index  librorwm  proh ibxtorum  which  this  Canadian  Pope  has 
instituted.  Some  rebellious  spirit  has  asked  for  Lever's  novels, 
and  the  soul  of  Dr.  Ryerson  revolts  at  the  idea  of  supplying  stories 
of  such 'rollicking,  drunken  heroes' as  Harry  Lorrequer,  Charles 
O'Malley  and  Jack  Hinton.  *         *         *         * 

"  The  absurdity  of  this  literary  dictatorship  is  too  gross  to  escape 
ridicule,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  away  with  the  better." 

And  now  what  is  this  "  literary  dictatorship,"  thus  denounced 
by  the  Globe?  Why,  it  is  that  "The  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
regards  it  as  imperative  that  no  work  of  a  licentious,  vicious,  or 
immoral  tendency,  and  no  works  hostile  to  the  Christian  religion, 
should  be  admitted  into  the  libraries." 

Cautions  and  Warnings  of  American  Educationists. 

We  have  already  cited  the  opinion  of  two  prominent  American 
authorities  in  favour  of  the  Depository  system  adopted  in  this 
Province.  In  the  Journal  of  Education  for  June,  1867,  will  be 
found  regulations  similar  in  effect  to  those  in  this  Province, 
which  have  been  adopted  in  Michigan,  Maryland,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  Australia. 

We  will  now  quote  the  following  extracts  from  the  Report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  State  of  Michigan  on 
this  subject.  He  says  (after  speaking  of  some  other  difficulties  in 
carrying  out  their  library  system)  : — 

"But  a  worse  evil  grew  up  in  the  systematic  plans  of  peddlers  to 
palm  upon  the  libraries  a  mass  of  cheap,  trashy,  and  often  pernicious 
literature.  One  or  two  wealthy  booksellers  kept  their  peddling  agents 
traversing  the  State,  and  many  arc  the  tricks  by  which  they  boasted 
that  they  cajoled  the  Inspectors.  A  few  libraries  were  well  selected 
and  well  kept ;  but  so  valueless  for  public  good,  and  especially  for  the 
education  of  the  young,  had  the  great  majority  become,  that  all  in- 
telligent friends  of  education  desired  a  change."  See  an  illustration 
of  the  existence  of  this  pernicious  system  of  peddling  in  our  Pro- 
vince, given  in  the  Globe's  Book  Trade  Review  for  1862,  page  2. 

These  "wealthy"  and  other  "  booksellers"  here  mentioned  were 
determined,  however,  not  to  permit  their  "  trade"  to  be  interfered 
by  State  authority,  and  their  next  course  of  action  in  the  in- 
terests of  "the  trade"  may  be  best  gathered  from  the  following 
notice,  which  the  State  Superintendent  found  it  necessary  to  issue 
to  the  Schools  : — 

"Caution, — School  Officers  are  especially  cautioned  against  travel- 
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ling  book  peddlers,  who,  pretending  to  be  agents  of  the  State  contrac- 
tors, or  asserting  that  they  will  sell  cheaper  than  the  contract  prices, 
palm  on  to  the  libraries  inferior  and  cheap  editions  of  the  work 
selected,  or  of  worthless  books  in  their  places,  and  in  common  and 
frail  bindings.  Every  book  on  this  list  is  contracted  for  at  consider- 
ably  less    than  the  publishers  retail  price  for  the  same  in   common 


years  ago.  The  new  publishers,  too,  were  as  little  disposed  as  the 
old  ones  to  ofl'er  more  than  the  usual  trade  terms  to  exporters. 
With  several  of  the  publishers  I  had  some  little  difficulty,  when  I 
first  called,  to  induce  them  to  modify  their  terms.  They  alleged  that 
they  had  already  given  us  their  best  export  terms  for  cash.  After 
sundry  conferences  and  explanations,  they  were  at  length  induced, 


binding   while  the    binding  provided  for  by   the  contract  is  a  much   with  two  or  three  exceptions,  to  agree  to  an  additional  discount  for 
more  expensive,  as  well  as   durable   binding,   than  ordinary  cloth   or 
tven  sheep  funding. 

"No  book  peddler  can  furnish  these  books  in  equally  good  editions, 
and  in  equal  binding,  for  the  prices  given  in  this  circular. 

***** 

"  It  is  hoped  that  this  simple  and  easy  method  of  supplying  the 
libraries  with  books  will  commend  itself  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
people,  and  will  induce  a  more  liberal  support  of  these  valuable 
agencies  of  popular  education.  It  would  be  difficult  to  devise  a 
more  simple  plan.  It  is  like  bringing  a  large  book  store  home  to 
each  district.  A  large  list  of  good  books — more  than  twice  as  large 
as  any  book  store  in  the  State  can  show— has  been  carefully  selected, 
with  the  aid  of  some  of  the  best  men  in  the  State. 

***** 

"  All  orders  for  books  and  stationery  must  be  sent  to  the  State 
Superintendent  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  School  Com- 
missioners, the  Secretary  keeping  an  account  of  the  same,"  etc. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  the  library  system  has,  under  the  per- 
nicious efforts  of  itinerant  vendors,  as  just  pointed  out,  greatly  de- 
clined. The  New  York  Teacher  thus  give  some  of  the  reasons  for  this 
decline  : — 

"  The  trustees  refuse  to  be  troubled  with  the  care  of  the  library, 
thus  consigning  it  to  an  unfavorable  location  in  the  section,  and 
often  hide  it  in  some  dark  corner  of  the  garret,  or  stow  it  into  some 
out-buildings  where  its  only  visitors  are  rats,  mice  and  spiders. 
They  exercise  a  low  and  pernicious  taste  in  the  selection  of  books. 
Dark  and  bloody  tales  of  war  and  bloodshed,  the  silly  catch-penny 
publications  of  unprincipled  publishers,  and  the  dry,  uninstructive 
matter  of  some  cheap  old  book,  usurp  the  place  of  the  instructive,  the 
elevating,  the  refining,  the  progressive  issues  of  reputable  pub- 
lishing houses.  They  seem  to  regard  it  as  a  great  evil  that  they 
cannot  divert  this  sacred  fund  from  its  appropriate  channel.  Almost 
daily  applications  are  made  to  the  State  Superintendent  for  per- 
mission to  apply  the  Library  money  to  the  payment  of  teachers' 
wages,  and  that,  too,  when  the  section  is  destitute  of  many  useful 
items  of  apparatus ;  sometimes  even  of  a  globe  and  blackboard. " 


Steps  taken  by  the  Education  Department  for  Ontario  to 
supply  our  Schools  with  cheap  and  useful  .Books,  Maps, 
and  Apparatus,  etc. 

It  now  remains  for  us  to  state  what  are  the  steps  which  have  been 
taken  by  the  Ontario  Department  to  supply  the  schools  with  prize 
and  library  books,  maps  and  apparatus.  In  1850  and  1851,  the 
Chief  Superintendent  of  Education  went  to  England  and  the  United 
States,  and  made  special  and  advantageous  arrangements  with  pub- 
lishers there  to  furnish  the  Department  with  such  books,  etc. ,  as 
might  be  required,  at  the  lowest  rates.  These  arrangements  have 
been  revised  from  time  to  time.  The  last  revision  was  made  in  1867, 
when  the  Deputy  Superintendent  was  authorized  to  proceed  to  Eng- 
land to  confer  with  the  leading  publishers  personally  on  the  subject, 
which  he  did,  and  made  arrangements  with  about  fifty (47) publishers. 
From  his  Report  to  the  Chief  Superintendent  on  the  result  of  his 
mission,  we  make  the  following  extracts.  He  says  :  "  Upon  enquiry, 
I  found   that   none  of  our  old  publishers  were   disposed  to  offer 


cash  of  2j,  5,  7^  or  10  per  cent,  (as  the  case  might  be)  over  and 
above  their  former  rates  of  discount  to  the  Department.  Five  per 
cent,  was  the  average  additional  discount  which  I  was  thus  enabled 
to  secure  for  the  Department,  together  with  the  advantage,  in  most 
cases,  as  heretofore,  of  the  odd  books,  viz.  : — 7  as  6^,  13  as  12,  or 
25  as  24.  This  additional  discount  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  pay 
the  customs  duty  which  has  recently  been  imposed  upon  books  coin- 
in"-  into  the  Province,  and  thus  enable  the  Department  to  supply 
the  schools  with  a  very  greatly  increased  variety  of  books  at  the  old 
rates,  viz.  : — on  an  average  currency  for  sterling  pieces  (i.e.,  20 
cents  for  the  shilling  sterling). " 

These  arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  books,  &c. ,  having  been 
explained  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  matter,  together  with  the  terms  on  which  the 
books  are  supplied  to  the  schools,  the  Committee  reported  to  the 
House  upon  the  facts  as  follows  : — 

' '  Your  Committee  have  also  made  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  Depository  department,  and  find  that  the  existing  arrangements 
for  purchasing  stock  are  satisfactory,  and  well  fitted  for  securing  the 
same  on  the  most  favourable  terms.  The  mode  of  disposing  of  the  books 
is  equally  satisfactory." 

Regulations  of  the  Department  for  Selecting  Library  and 
Prize  Books  for  the  Schools — Lord  Elgin's  Opinion  of  them. 

In  his  Special  Report  in  1858,  the  Chief  Superintendent  thus  re- 
fers to  the  regulations  for  selecting  Library  and  Prize  Books  for  the 
Schools  : — 

"  If  anything  could  add  force  to  the  official  documents  referred 
to  [detailing  the  establishment  of  our  library  system],  it  would  be 
the  personal  testimony  of  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  who  was  Governor- 
General  of  Canada  during  the  whole  period  of  the  establishment 
and  maturing  of  the  Normal  and  Library  branches  of  the  school 
system,  who  familiarized  himself  with  its  working,  and  aided  on 
every  possible  occasion  in  its  development.  On  one  occasion,  his 
Lordship  happily  termed  the  Normal  School  'the  seed-plot  of  the 
whole  system  ;'  on  another  occasion,  with  no  less  force  than  heart, 
he  designated  '  Township  and  County  Libraries  as  the  crown  and 
glory  of  the  institutions  of  the  Province.'  On  his  resigning  the 
Government  of  Canada,  Lord  Elgin  prepared  and  presented  to  Her 


Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of   State  for  the  Colonies  an  elaborate 
report  of  his  Canadian  administration. 

In  that  report,  dated  December,  1854,  he  devotes  several  pages 
to  a  comprehensive  view  of  our  school  system,  including  a  minute 
account  of  the  system  of  public  library,  and  the  general  machinery 
and  administration  of  the  school  law  and  its  results.  *  *  * 
After  adverting  to  the  comparative  state  of  education  in  Upper 
Canada  in  the  years  from  1847  to  1853  inclusive,  Lord  Elgin  pro- 
ceeds as  follows  : — 

"  In  the  former  of  these  years  the  Normal  School,  which  may  be 
considered  the  foundation  of  the  system,  was  instituted,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  latter,  the  first  volume  issued  from  the  Educational  De- 
partment to  the  public  school  libraries,  which  are  its  crown  and 
completion.  If  it  may  be  affirmed  of  reciprocity  with  the  United 
better  terms  than  I  had  beea  enabled  to  make  with  them  some  States,  that  it  introduces  an  era  in  the  commercial  history  of  the 


AND  ITS  ASSAILANTS. 


Province  ;  so  may  it  I  think  be  said  of  the  latter  measure,  that  it 
introduces  a  new  era  in  its  educational  and  intellectual  history. 
The  subject  is  so  important  that  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  it  before  proceeding  to  other  matters.  In  order  to  prevent 
misapprehension,  however,  I  may  observe  that  the  term  school 
libraries  does  not  imply  that  the  libraries  in  question  are  specially 
designed  for  the  benefit  of  common  school  pupils.  They  are,  in 
point  of  fact,  public  libraries  intended  for  the  use  of  the  general 
population  ;  and  they  are  entitled  school  libraries,  because  their  es- 
tablishment has  been  provided  for  in  the  School  Acts,  and  their 
management  confided  to  the  school  authorities. 

"Public  school  libraries  then,  similar  to  those  which  are  now 
being  introduced  into  Canada,  have  been  in  operation  for  several 
years  in  some  States  of  the  neighbouring  Union,  and  many  of  the 
most  valuable  features  of  the  Canadian  system  have  been  borrowed 
from  them.  In  most  of  the  States,  however,  which  have  appro- 
priated funds  for  library  purposes,  the  selection  of  books  has  been 
left  to  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  different  districts,  many  of 
whom  are  ill  qualified  for  the  task,  and  the  consequence  has  been  that 
the  travelling  peddlers,  who  offer  the  most  showy  books  at  the  loviest 
•prices,  have  had  the  principal  share  in  furnishing  the  libraries.  In 
introducing  the  system  into  Canada,  precautions  have  been  taken, 
which,  I  trust,  will  have  the  effect  of  obviating  this  great  evil. 

' '  In  the  School  Act  of  1850,  which  first  set  apart  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  establishment  and  support  of  school  libraries,  it  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  Education  to 
apportion  the  sum  granted  for  this  purpose  by  the  legislature  under 
the  following  condition  :  '  That  no  aid  should  be  given  towards 
the  establishment  and  support  of  any  school  library,  unless  an 
equal  amount  be  contributed  or  expended  from  local  sources  for 
the  same  object  ; '  and  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  is  required 
to  examine,  and  at  its  discretion  to  recommend  or  disapprove  of 
text  books  for  the  use  of  schools,  or  books  for  school  libraries. 
'  Provided  that  no  portion  of  the  legislative  school  grant  shall  be 
applied  in  aid  of  any  school  in  which  any  book  is  used  that  has  been 
disapproved  of  by  the  Council,  and  public  notice  given  of  such 
disapproval. ' 

"  The  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  in  the  discharge  of  the  re- 
sponsibility thus  imposed  upon  it,  has  adopted,  among  the  general 
regulations  for  the  establishment  and  management  of  public  school 
libraries  in  Upper  Canada,  the  following  rule  : — '  In  order  to  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  improper  books  into  libraries,  it  is  required 
that  no  book  shall  be  admitted  into  any  public  school  library  estab- 
lished under  these  regulations,  which  is  not  included  in  the  cata- 
logue of  public  school  library  books  prepared  acording  to  law ; '  and 
the  principles  by  which  it  has  been  guided  in  performing  the  task 
of  selecting  books  for  these  libraries,  are  stated  in  the  following 
extract  from  the  minutes  of  its  proceedings  : 

"  '  The  Council  regards  it  as  imperative  that  no  work  of  a  licen- 
tious, vicious,  or  immoral  tendency,  and  no  works  hostile  to  the 
Christian  religion,  should  be  admitted  into  the  libraries* 

"  '  2.  Nor  is  it  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  compatible  with  the 
objects  of  the  public  school  libraries,  to  introduce  into  them  con- 
troversial works  on  theology,  or  works  of  denominational  contro- 
versy ;  although  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  exclude  all  historical 
and  other  work  i  in  winch  such  topics  are  referred  to  and  discussed, 
and   n         d  !  :■  to  include  a  selection   of  suitable  works  on  the 

evidences  of  natural  and  revealed  religion. 

"'3.  In  regard  to  works  on  ecclesiastical  history,  the  Council 
agree  on  a  selection  of  the  most  approved  works  on    ach  side: 

is  have  been  adopted  verbatim 
in  the  new  School  l«w  and  Regulations  of  New  Brunswick  relating  to  public  libraries. 
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"'4.  With  these  excepting  and  within  these  limitations,  it  is  \ 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  as  wide  a  selection  as  possible  should 
be  made  of  useful  and  entertaining  books  of  permanent  value, 
adapted  to  popular  reading  in  the  various  departments  of  human 
knowledge  ;  leaving  each  municipality  to  consult  its  own  taste,  and 
exercise  its  ov/fi  discretion  in  selecting  such  books  from  the  genera 
catalogue. 

["  '  5.  A  want  having  been  felt  by  Local  Superintendents,  and 
other  local  school  authorities,  of  a  judicious  selection  of  standard 
works  of  fiction  for  the  public  libraries,  it  has  been  represented 
to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  that  such  a  selection  would,  to 
a  great  extent,  supersede  the  use  of  pernicious  literature  in  the 
country,  and  would  conduce  to  the  elevation  of  literary  taste,  while 
the  strong  desire  that  is  felt  for  light  literature  for  the  leisure  hour 
could  thus  be  innocently  gratified.  The  Council  acceded  to  the 
wish  thus  expresed  in  1868,  and  have  authorized  a  selection  of 
works  of  fiction  to  be  placed  on  the  catalogue.] 

"  '  6.  The  including  of  any  books  in  the  general  catalogue  is  not 
to  be  understood  as  the  expression  of  any  opinion  by  the  Council  in 
regard  to  any  sentiments  inculcated  or  combated  in  such  books ;  but 
merely  as  an  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  Council  in  the  purchase 
of  such  by  any  municipality,  should  it  think  proper  to  do  so. 

"  '  7.  The  general  catalogue  of  books  for  public  school  libraries 
may  be  modified  and  enlarged  from  year  to  year  as  circumstances 
may  suggest,  and  as  suitable  new  works  of  value  may  appear.  ' 

"  The  catalogue  above  referred  to,  and  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy, 
affords  ample  proof  of  the  intelligence  and  liberal  spirit  in  which 
the  principles  above  stated  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction.  The  Chief  Superintendent  observes,  that  in  the 
case  of  the  libraries  established  up  to  the  present  time,  the  local 
authorities  have,  in  a  large  number  of  instances,  assigned  the  task 
of  selecting  books  to  the  Chief  Superintendent ;  that  in  some  they 
have,  by  a  committee  of  one  or  more  of  themselves,  chosen  all  the 
books  desired  by  them,  and  that  in  others  they  have  selected  them 
to  the  amount  of  their  own  appropriation,  requesting  the  Chief 
Superintendent  to  choose  the  remainder  to  the  amount  of  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  library  grant.  The  Chief  Superintendent  recom- 
mends'the  last  as  a  preferable  mode.  The  total  number  of  volumes 
issued  from  the  Educational  Department  to  public  libraries  in  Upper 
Canada,  from  November,  1853,  when  the  issue  commenced,  to  the 
end  of  August  last,  was  62, 806.  [And  to  the  end  of  1 860,  237,648— 
or,  including  those  sent  out  as  prizes,  &c,  &c,  691,561,  or  nearly 
700,000  volumes— nearly  ten  times  the  number  sent  out  in  Lord 
Elgin's  time.] 

Regulations  for  the  Supply  of  Library  and  Prize  Books, 

Maps  and  Apparatus,  to  the  Public  Schools^—- 


These  regulations  are  as  follows  : — 

"  1.  The  Chief  Superintendent  will  add  one  hundred  per  cent, 
to  any  sum  or  sums,  not  less  than  five  dollars,  transmitted  to  the 
Department  by  the  Municipal  and  School  Corporations,  on  behalf 
of  Grammar  and  Common  Schools  ;  and  forward  Public  Library 
Books,  Prize  Books,  Maps,  Apparatus,  Charts,  and  Diagrams,  to 
the  value  of  the  amount  thus  augmented,  upon  receiving  a  list  of 
the  articles  required.  In  all  cases,  it  will  be  necessary  for  any  per- 
son, acting  on  behalf  of  the  Municipal  or  Trustee  Corporation,  to 
enclose  or  present  a  written  authority  to  do  so,  verified  by  the  cor- 
porate seal  of  the  Corporation.  A  selection  of  Maps,  Apparatus, 
Library  and  Prize  Books,  <fflc,  to  be  sent,  can  always  be  made  by 
the  Department,  when  so  desired. 

"2.  Catalogues  and  forms  of  Application  will  bo  furnished  to 
School  authorities  on  their  application. 
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"3.  If  Library  and  Prize  Books  boL/dered,  in  addition  to  Maps 
and  Apparatus,  it  will  be  necessary  f(  r  the  .Trustees  to  send  not 
less  than  five  dollars  additional  for  each  class  qi  books,  &c,  with 
the  proper  forms  of  application  for  each  class. 

"  4.  The  one  hundred  per  cent,  will  not  be  allowed  on  any  sum 

less  than  five  dollars,  for  each  of  the  three  classes  of\articles,  viz.  : 

1)  maps,  and  apparatus,  (2)  library  and  (3)  prize  books.     Text  books 

cannot  be  furnished  on  the  terms  mentioned  above  :  they  must  be 

paid  for  at  the  net  catalogue  prices. 

"  5.  In  cases  where  the  Books  orderec]  are  not  in  stock,  the  Depart- 
ment selects  <md  sends  others  of  a  like  uLaracter,  subject,  however,  to 
the  approval  of  the  Trustees,  &c.  If  any  errors  be  discovered,  they 
should  be  notified  at  once,  and  the  invoice  returned,  in  order  that  the 
errors  may  be  rectified.  Should  additional  Books  be  required,  direc- 
tions should  be  given  as  to  the  mode  of  iheir  transmission. 

"6.  In  order  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  improper  books  into 
the  Libraries,  it  is  required  that  no  book  shall  be  admitted  into  any 
Public  School  Libraiy  established  under  these  regulations  which  is 
not  included  in  the  authorized  list  of  Public  School  Library  Books. 

"  7.  In  transmitting  an  order  for  any  of  the  articles  on  sale  at 
the  Depository,  it  should  be  accompa  lied  with  a  remittance— and 
directions  should  also  be  given  as  to  tie  parties  to  whom  the  parcel 
should  be  sent.  When  the  article  ordered  is  not  in  stock,  the  near- 
est selection  to  it  is  made,  subject,  however,  to  the  approval  of  the 
Trustees,  &c.  Nearly  all  the  Apparatus  sent  out  is  of  CanadianManu- 
f  acture.  In  making  out  orders  the  tit]  3S  of  Books  need  not  be  given, 
the  number  and  page  on  catalogue  arc  all  that  is  necessary." 

Four  Kinds  of  Libraries  which  kay  be  Established  under 
the  Departmental    Regulations. 

"The  Public  School  Libraries  are  becoming  the  cijown  and  glory  of  the  institutions  of 

the  Province."— Lord  Elgin. 
"  Had  I  the  power,  I  would  scatter  Libraries  over  the  whole  land,  as  the  sower  sows  his 

seed.— Horace  Mann. 

Under  the  regulations  of  the  Department,  each  County  Council 
can  establish  four  classes  of  libraries  in  their  Municipality  as  follows  : 
City,  Town,  Village,  and  Township  Councils  can  establish  the  first 
three  classes,  and  school  trustees  eith«r  of  the  first  or  third  classes. 

1.  An  ordinary  Common  School  Library  in  each  school  house  for 
the  use  of  the  children  and  ratepayers. 

2.  A  General  Public  Lending  Libranj,  available  to  all  the  ratepay- 
ers of  the  Municipality. 

3.  A  Professional  Library  of  books  on  teaching,  school  organiza- 
tion, language  and  kindred  subjects,  available  to  teachers  alone. 

4.  A  Library  in  any  Public  Institution,  under  control  of  the 
Municipality,  for  the  use  of  the  inmates,  or  in  the  County  Jail,  for 
the  use  of  the  prisoners. 

--Wc-e:;.-: kr©»gly    urge   trpott   Blxhocrl    Trustees  tho    impor- 

tanco  and  even  necessity  of  providing,  (especially  during  the 
antumn  and  winter  months,)  suitable  reading  books  for  the  pupils 
in  their  school,  either  as  prizes  or  in  libraries.  Having  given  the 
pupils  a  taste  for  reading  and  general  knowledge,  they  should  pro- 
vide some  agreeable  and  practical  means  of  gratifying  it. 

Professional  Books  Supplied  to  Local  Superintendents  and 
Teachers. 

1.  la  this  catalogue  are  given  the  net  prices  at  which  the  books 
and  school  requisites  enumerated  therein  maybe  obtained  by  the 
Public  Educational  Institutions  of  Ontario,  from  the  Depository  in 
connection  with  the  Department.  In  each  case,  cash  must  accom- 
pany the  order  sent. 

2.  Text-books  must  be  paid  for  at  the  full  catalogue  price.  Col- 
leges, private  and  Sunday  schools,  will  l>e  supplied  with  any  of  lie 
articles  mentioned  in  the  catali  'gue  at  tho  juices  stated.    Local  Super- 


intendents and  teachers  will  also  be  supplied,  on  the  same  terms,  with 
such  educational  works  as  relate  to  the  duties  of  their  profession. 
Sunday  School  Books,  Maps  and  Requisites. 
Books,  Maps,  and  other  requisites  suitable  for  Sunday  Schools, 
or  for  Library,  or  other  Literary  Associations,  can,  on  receipt  of 
the  necessary  amount,  be  supplied  from  the  Depository,  at  the  net 
prices,  that  is,  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent,  less  than  the 
usual  current  retail  prices. 

Routine  in  the  Department  in  regard  to  the  Depository. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
and  from  the  Memorandum  of  the  Deputy  Superintendent  laid 
before  the  House  of  Assembly  in  18G9,  with  the  Chief  Superintend- 
ent's Return  on  the  subject,  we  select  the  following  passages  relative 
to  the  routine  observed  in  the  management  of  the  Depository. 

1.  The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  report  as  follows  : — 
[Note.— The  Extract  from  this  Report  will  be  found  on  page  5.] 

2.  The  memorandum  of  the  Deputy  Superintendent  states  that 
all  orders  for  England  or  the  United  States  for  books  and  requisites 
are  prepared  by  him  for  approval  by  the  Chief  Superintendent. 
Requisitions  for  articles  to  be  manufactured  in  the  city  are  supervised 
by  him  for  approval  by  the  Chief,  before  having  them  submitted  to 
tender  by  the  Clerk  of  Libraries.  [Requisitions  to  the  Stationery 
Office,  and  all  orders  for  printing  to  the  Queen's  Printer  from  the 
Department  and  Normal  School,  are  made  in  the  same  manner.] 

All  contracts,  agreements,  bills  and  invoices,  are  examined,  and 
payment  recommended  by  the  Deputy.  Bills  for  articles  despatched 
are  compared  with  the  sales  paper,  and  approved  by  him  before 
being  sent  off  by  post. 

The  selling  prices  of  all  library  and  prize  books,  and  all  other 
school  requisites  received  from  England  and  elsewhere,  are,  under 
the  general  scale  approved  by  the  Chief  Superintendent,  determined 
by  the  Deputy  for  the  Clerk  of  Libraries,  before  their  being  marked 
and  put  away  in  their  places. 

The  selection  of  books  for  local  school  libraries  and  prizes,  after 
revisal  by  the  Clerk  of  Libraries,  is  examined  and  approved  by  the 
Deputy  Superintendent  before  despatch.  The  object  of  this  addi- 
tional supervision  is  to  see  that  the  style,  character,  and  number  of 
the  books  selected  are  in  accordance  with  the  order  and  wishes  of 
the  Municipal  Council,  or  Grammar,  Common,  or  Separate  School 
Trustees  sending  the  remittance.  This  care  is  the  more  necessary 
in  cases — now  becoming  more  numerous  every  year — when  parties 
leave  the  selection  of  library  and  prize  books  entirely  to  the 
Department.  In  such  cases,  regard  is  had  to  the  condition  of  the 
school,  the  number  and  ages  of  the  scholars,  the  character  of  the 


neighbourhood,  whether  old  or  new  settlement,  and  the  attainments 
of  the  pupils,  the  nature  of  the  population,  whether  Protestant  or 
Roman  Catholic,  or  mixed  nationality — whether  Irish,  Scotch,  or 
German,  &c,  or  any  other  peculiarity  suggested  by  tho  parties 
sending  the  order,  or  incident  to  the  case. 

Note. — Great  care  is  taken  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  mistakes 
in  the  Depository,  and  hitherto  with  very  gratifying  success.  As  a 
matter  of  routine,  each  clerk  having  anything  to  do  with  an  order 
affixes  his  initials  to  it,  indicating  that  part  of  it  for  which  he  is 
responsible.  Thus,  in  case  of  complaint,  which  rarely  occurs,  any 
neglect  or  omission  is  readily  traced.  In  a  year's  transactions, 
involving  the  sending  out  about  §35,000  worth  of  mate- 
rial to  the  schools,  not  more  than  from  six  to  eight  such  cases 
occur.  When  they  do,  the  cause  is  fully  inquired  into,  and  every 
explanation  given.  In  most  instances,  it  has  been  found  that  the 
fault  or  oversight  has  been  with  the  parties  themselves. 


